Rigid bronchoscopy. The forgotten art.
Rigid bronchoscopy is superior to flexible fiberoptic bronchoscopy in several clinical situations. General anesthesia is usually used with side port ventilation. In children, removal of foreign bodies is an important indication. Tracheal stricture dilatation and cryotherapy are indications in adults, but laser bronchoscopy has become the major indication for rigid bronchoscopy in adult medicine.